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Reading is not merely the acquisition of words on a page,; it is the gateway to a world of knowledge, imagination, and
cognitive growth.

Reading stimulates the brain, fostering critical thinking skills, problem-solving abilities, and creativity. It is an active
mental process that engages multiple regions of the brain and contributes to overall cognitive development.

Reading proficiency is a key predictor of academic success across all subjects. Students who
excel in reading are better equipped to understand complex concepts in mathematics,
science, and other disciplines.

Through literature, children encounter characters from diverse backgrounds and experiences.
This exposure cultivates empathy and a deeper understanding of the world, contributing to
the development of socially aware and compassionate individuals.
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The snake slides
and slithers.

Left around, right
around, from head
to tail.
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ch sh ir ee

ch air ship girl beep






Sherry shines
her shoes.

Brown cow.

ow







Phonics —
Red words

the said because
I 99 could
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The children begin from Reception through to Year 2 having
daily shared reading lessons.

These link to phonics and begin with the teacher supporting
the sounding and out and blending of ‘green words’ and
then the sight reading of ‘red words.’
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Green words

Practises sh, th, ng

bang dipping

bash long
smash then sing
this rush with
thin dash song
that thud
thick crash
.
-
Red words
Previous red words
his of to
I s he
I the you




Fluency is defined by the EEF as reading with 'accuracy, automaticity and prosody', the Shared Reader lessons
develop all three of these aspects. The Reading Framework (July 2021) was clear on how repeated reads support with

children's fluency to enable them to use their cognitive resources on comprehension rather than decoding. In line
with this, we ensure children have opportunities to re-read the text across the week within the Shared Reader
lessons. In the majority of the programme, children will read the whole book three times during the week.


https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf?v=1637857731
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-reading-framework-teaching-the-foundations-of-literacy
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Echo reading builds on choral reading but has a ‘my turn, your turn element’ so the children can model a particular skill.

This will usually be something the teacher has identified as a skill which needs to be worked on.

This could be responding to punctuation or adding expression to the story.



Zig and zag off, back to the den. Mum yells, “Yig!”
Wet mud on the van. Yuck. Yig gets the job.



Shared reading allows children to work with a partner to read through a given text:
For the more confident reader this allows them to develop a ‘mastery approach’ to reading.
They can develop further fluency and automaticity and develop the skill of being able to teach and support

others in what they know.

For less confident readers they can feel more confident to ‘have a go’ after the pre-teaching of words and the
repeated re-reading of words.

Shared discussion builds the vocabulary and comprehension with all children accessing the same text.

Working together gives the children more confidence and allows the teacher to model pronunciation, expression
and fluent reading.



Reading at home

Reading exposes children to a rich and varied vocabulary, helping them develop language skills. It
introduces new words, sentence structures, and ideas, contributing to enhanced communication skills.
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Reading helps children develop the ability to concentrate and
focus for extended periods. As they engage with a story, they
learn to follow a narrative, track characters and events, and
understand cause and effect.
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' Your child’s reading book

All children will be bringing home two books a week. Whilst working on their phonics skills the books will be phonetically
decodable and reflect what the children have learnt so far in phonics.

When the children have gained more confidence, they will bring home a non-decodable text which contain more sight words
and words with alternative pronunciations.

Different books allow the children to access a wider variety of texts including non-fiction and work on their
comprehension skills as well as their decoding.




Help your child to enjoy reading by also sharing books/ non-fiction/ magazines that interest them.
Reading doesn’t need to be for a long time. Short bursts may be better for a child who is reluctant.
Choral or echo reading can take the pressure off your child if they don’t feel confident.

Give your child lots of positive encouragement.

Play games such as eye spy.

Add phonics games to tablets.
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\
& R - % Using objects to go

a to correct sound
1 around the room.

iww\ Fishing for sounds
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Using phonics -. ‘ -

air
flash cards s.i

Playing with
magnetic letters

) Sorting objects
Iy by their sound

Reading

-~ Lists of words with the same Play | spy
phonemes, digraphs or trigraphs.




Phoneme frames using
counters for each sound.

b
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Writing and making
words.



https://www.busythings.co.uk/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-gsames/5-7-years/letters-
and-sounds

https://parents.fft.org.uk/



https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/games
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.busythings.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://parents.fft.org.uk/
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Tips for Home Reading

The following guidance is intended to help you support your child’s phonics and early reading at
home. We hope you find it useful.

What is Phonics?

Key Phonics Terms

Why is phonics not taught in alphabetical order?
How to say the phonemes correctly

Using the Shared Readers at home

+ + + + + +

What sort of questions can | ask my child when we read?

— Developing Fluency

Further Readers Library Year 2 Readers Library

Follow the link below and use
your school code to access our
shared readers for children
Shared Readers Library

Further Readers Library

Year 2 Readers Library

Information for parents
Helpful Videos

Phonic and Writing Phrases
Tips for Home Reading
Parent Carer Guide



myouread

the more H ! n 5 YOU know.
Them ethatyou ea M

themore )| A GE S you'lgo” Thank you for your

time and support.
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